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Ready to show your photos some love? Â Whether itâ€™s of your sisterâ€™s smile, your morning
coffee, or your new puppy, photos are a way to connect on Facebook and Instagram, keep a visual
diary of our lives, and create momentos for future generations. Elsie Larson and Emma Chapman,
creators of the mega-popular DIY style blog A Beautiful Mess, are in love with photographing
everyday life. Here, they share that love with 95 all-new tips and photo challenges that will inspire
you to style and snap better photos and then transform them into simple yet stunning projects and
gifts. Youâ€™ll learn how to: Â Â Â Â â€¢Â Take the most flattering self-portraits Â Â Â â€¢Â Be your
own stylist to turn dull, cluttered photos into pretty lifestyle photography Â Â Â â€¢Â Capture
adorable couple portraits Â Â Â â€¢Â Turn everyday moments, hobbies, and rituals into amazing
photos Â Â Â â€¢Â Show off your favorite photos by turning them into handmade jewelry, home
dÃ©cor, and gifts Â Packed with Elsie and Emmaâ€™s happy spirit and unique style, A Beautiful
Mess Photo Idea Book will inspire you to capture your days, your friends, and your dreams in
beautiful photos!
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No question that the ladies put a lot of work into this book, and it is very cute & pretty! Alas, so much
of the information is basic -- and yet also not basic enough. An interesting contrast. I knew that the
book would not be all that technical, but I ordered it in the hope of wanting to order more to give as
gifts to some of my friends who want to be creative but are not naturally inclined to think that way. I

was hoping for JUST A FEW basics when it comes to camera settings. The book, however, is
definitely NOT for someone who is not already comfortable with a dSLR camera. Sure, there are a
few references to photos with phones, but in general, you need to know what you are doing already
when it comes to photography in order to achieve a lot of the styles in the book. But therein lies the
contrast: For folks like me who do know what they are doing, a lot of the book's ideas seem really
basic. And for people who do not know what they are doing with their cameras, the ideas are out of
reach.I also think that the book could have been much more interesting with better editing. Some of
the concepts are simply too basic to be a full spread (eg, two pages devoted to turning a photo
upside down after you take it, literally -- don't get me wrong, a cute concept, but worth just a
mention in a list of ideas, not a spread). The book is 240 pages, and it has a lot of lovely & delightful
ideas, but it could have been 175 pages and been a MUCH stronger, tighter book.Finally, and this
point might be more controversial for the intense Elsie & Emma fans out there, but a vast majority of
the photos with people in them feature the ladies themselves.
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