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Create the landscape of your dreams! This practical, easy-to-use guide covers everything you need
to know to design a customized and dazzling landscape. Using a simple 12-step method, Janet
Macunovich shows you how to assess your site, set a budget, choose plants, and make final
adjustments before planting. With help from handy checklists, helpful illustrations, and creative
techniques, Macunovich stresses the importance of considering future maintenance as you design a
functional and elegant landscape youâ€™ll enjoy for years to come.
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Since moving into a new house, I've been devouring every landscape book on the market, in hopes
of acquiring information that will enable me to transform the weed patch and ugly bush that are the
only features of my front yard into something beautiful. This is absolutely the best of the "how-to"
landscape books! A real laboratory manual of landscape design, this book avoids the two major
failures of many others on the market. First, unlike those that offer page after page of photos of
beautifully manicured lawns from which I am expected to magically intuit the rudiments of landscape
design, this book assumes rightly that I know absolutely nothing about landscaping. Then, the
author uses clear diagrams and graphs to gently but methodically guide me through all stages of a
design and implementation process that will enable a previously clueless me to transform my ugly
view into a photo-worthy scene. Second, this book avoids the weaknesses of landscape books that
so overwhelm me with the theoretical intricacies of landscape design that I am tempted to throw in

the trowel and hire the work out (perhaps the authors of those books wanted me to do that all
along?). By contrast, this book sequences in clear and concrete language the questions requiring
decision that I will confront, lays out a range of possible actions, and then offers specific
suggestions (with diagrams and graphs) for implementation. This book is sturdy and it needs to be.
Rather than grace your coffee table, it will be with you as you get down and dirty in your yard with
tape measure, string, and clipboard to work through the pages of this book on your way to
something beautiful.

This book takes you through every step you will need to landscape your yard and garden. The
format is somewhat like a workbook but with a ton of useful information presented in a way that
makes it easy for even a "brown-thumb" like me to understand. I especially like how the author left
room for notes and grids for designing the garden. Pair this with "The Encyclopedia for Organic
Gardening" and you will need no other gardening literature.

Very practical and useful for DIYers. I liked the workbook format with questions that make you think
through planning your garden.
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