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Mindy Kaling has lived many lives: the obedient child of immigrant professionals, a timid chubster
afraid of her own bike, a Ben Affleck-impersonating Off-Broadway performer and playwright, and,
finally, a comedy writer and actress prone to starting fights with her friends and coworkers with the
sentence "Can I just say one last thing about this, and then I swear I'll shut up about it?" Perhaps
you want to know what Mindy thinks makes a great best friend (someone who will fill your
prescription in the middle of the night), or what makes a great guy (one who is aware of all elderly
people in any room at any time and acts accordingly), or what is the perfect amount of fame (so
famous you can never get convicted of murder in a court of law), or how to maintain a trim figure
(you will not find that information in these pages). If so, you've come to the right book, mostly!In Is
Everyone Hanging Out Without Me?, Mindy invites readers on a tour of her life and her unscientific
observations on romance, friendship, and Hollywood, with several conveniently placed stopping
points for you to run errands and make phone calls. Mindy Kaling really is just a Girl Next Door-not
so much literally anywhere in the continental United States, but definitely if you live in India or Sri
Lanka.
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Mindy Kaling, writer/actress on The Office, is funny. Very funny. She can turn an average story
about summer camp, to one where the main character (herself) falls off a diving board, bleeds upon
hitting the water, and is told, by an older camp counselor, to never tell her parents about the
situation. She turned an ongoing gag with her friend into an award-winning play/TV show pilot. So,

it's natural progression for her to try her hand at writing a book.People will almost definitely compare
Kaling's new book, Is Everyone Hanging Out Without Me? (And Other Concerns) to Tina Fey's
best-seller, Bossypants. It's not because the two authors look the same (they don't), or are on the
same TV show (they're not), it's mostly because the two are well-known female television writers
and actors. And Kaling knows the comparison will come, as she points out in the beginning of her
book, noting that Fey's book will be seen as better."Unfortunately, I can't be Tina, because it's very
difficult to lure her into a Freaky Friday-type situation where we could switch bodies, even though in
the movies they make it look so easy. Believe me, I've tried."The thing is, she shouldn't see it that
way. While I haven't read Bossypants, I can say that Kaling's book is really very good. Smart and
funny, she writes with an honest voice. The book reads more like a letter to a friend than a memoir,
and I liked that about it. Because the book isn't really a memoir - sure, it's true stories about her life but it's broken up into short essays, much like that of Sedaris (only much more conversational). She
only mentions the humorous or thought provoking parts of her life, those that contributed to her
career today. The book also has lists (or pliests as she calls them), essays that are mainly lists.
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