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Upon its first publication, A Different Mirror was hailed by critics and academics everywhere as a

dramatic new retelling of our nation's past. Beginning with the colonization of the New World, it

recounts the history of America in the voice of the non-Anglo peoples of the United States---Native

Americans, African Americans, Jews, Irish Americans, Asian Americans, Latinos, and

others---groups who helped create this country's rich mosaic culture. From the role of black soldiers

in preserving the Union to the history of Chinese Americans from 1900 to 1941, from an

investigation into the issue of "illegal" immigrants from Mexico to a look at the sudden visibility of

Muslim refugees from Afghanistan, Takaki's work is a remarkable achievement that grapples with

the raw truth of American history and examines the ultimate question of what it means to be an

American.
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This is an excellent multi-cultural account of American history. Takaki focuses on the perspectives

of many different cultural groups, providing several interesting, unique and sometimes sobering

stories of America's history. After reading this book, you may find yourself feeling cheated by your

grade school history lessons. This work is fair, honest, and *VERY* well documented, with endnote

references on almost every page.I don't believe Takaki has a score to settle with this book. Nor do I

believe he is racist or *overly* slanted, but I can see how some might feel that way. His focus on



nontraditional perspectives seems to me an effort to balance the scale a bit by emphasizing the

viewpoints, stories and facts that have been under-emphasized in the past. Perspectives include

those of the Irish, Japanese, blacks, Native Americans, and others as various times throughout

American history. To me, Takaki does a very good job of putting the reader in the mindset of the

people at a certain place and time.Stories in this book are not sugar-coated, which may at times be

unsettling, but the facts and research that back the stories up are indisputable. Takaki uses many

direct quotes and indirect references to underscore his points. His accounts are credible, believable

and educational. This book should be required reading in all high schools, but should not be

considered a replacement for traditional American history texts. It is more a book about cultural

perspectives in history than about historical facts. As an example, Takaki will devote many pages to

very specific events in history to catch a specific cultural perspective, while completely glazing over

many larger and arguably more historically significant timeframes.
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