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Domino: The Book of Decorating cracks the code to creating a beautiful home, bringing together
inspiring rooms, how-to advice and insiders' secrets from today's premier tastemakers in an
indispensable style manual. The editors take readers room by room, tapping the best ideas from
domino magazine and culling insights from their own experiences. With an eye to making design
accessible and exciting, this book demystifies the decorating process and provides the tools for
making spaces that are personal, functional and fabulous.
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I am a major Domino fan. I have been reading it for two years, living vicariously through its profiles
of well-heeled decorators and clients, and the resulting photo shoots. I never used to read
decorating magazines because I found them a little stuffy or hilarious, but Domino strikes the right
balance between whimsy and realistic. So the book - 4 stars. Why not 5 stars for a 10 star
magazine?The book is, well, a rehash of Domino photos for the past few years. The book is a
roundup of decorating elements that have appeared in the magazine - patterns, objects, furniture,
objets d'art - and they are presented in a format similar to the Lucky Magazine book on fashion.
(Both magazines are published by same company.) The book is high on pictures but low on
practical advice. You see pictures, a summary of key elements (as in shapes of furniture, a few
keywords about the style). There is some information on how to go about the process of DIY

decorating or the professional route, but I really missed the details on where to buy what you saw in
a picture, or the personal commentary from people who participated in the decorating that makes
the actual magazine so great. I think a major element of Domino's success was to hear how living in
a room felt like, and these rooms were beloved because they were very habitable, not at all
untouchable or filled with dangerous-looking items (Kelly Wearstler, I'm looking at you). But here
you just get the end result, without the process, which is what decorating and creativity are all
about.I would recommend this to people who have NOT ever read Domino, or who don't have the
patience for it and would prefer to just look at pictures for ideas on how to fix a room, or to get a
sense of what they do like.

After hearing such rave reviews for this book, I eagerly waited for it's arrival and gobbled it up the
moment I held it in my hand. Unfortunately, I was left with much disappointment. There are some
good points for newbie decorators like myself - how to find your sense of style, how to go about
decorating a room from scratch, etc - but this is within the first 20-something pages of the book and
information that you'll likely find displayed on many design blogs. I also liked that in each section,
the authors give an overview of different furniture styles, pros and cons, and what they would match
well with. But other than that, you can tell that this book was written for a certain crowd and not the
average household. Most of the design examples are in lofts with tall ceilings and seemingly
endless space and not in a traditional space ie: moderately sized rectangular rooms with doors and
windows to consider. There are some small-space examples but the authors seemed to forget an
equally important space size - medium! Homes are not either big or small; some are moderate and I
really wished that the book had more examples of that size, along with more traditional floor plans.
The floor plans would have been extremely helpful if I had a loft, an oddly shaped room, or
something that looks to be a 30x20 ft room.Outside of the sizing issue, I think that the design
elements of the book are for 20-something art decorators with small or no children and their friends.
Most of the examples seem either really cluttered or completely spartan but of course, most of the
photos only show a small part of the room and you have to take the author's word that the other half
of the space blends seamlessly with the small section that we see.
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