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With a New ForewordThe heartwrenching New York Times bestseller about the only known person
born inside a North Korean prison camp to have escapedNorth Koreaâ€™s political prison camps
have existed twice as long as Stalinâ€™s Soviet gulags and twelve times as long as the Nazi
concentration camps. No one born and raised in these camps is known to have escaped. No one,
that is, except Shin Dong-hyuk.In Escape From Camp 14, Blaine Harden unlocks the secrets of the
worldâ€™s most repressive totalitarian state through the story of Shinâ€™s shocking imprisonment
and his astounding getaway. Shin knew nothing of civilized existenceâ€”he saw his mother as a
competitor for food, guards raised him to be a snitch, and he witnessed the execution of his mother
and brother.The late â€œDear Leaderâ€• Kim Jong Il was recognized throughout the world, but his
country remains sealed as his third son and chosen heir, Kim Jong Eun, consolidates power. Few
foreigners are allowed in, and few North Koreans are able to leave. North Korea is hungry,
bankrupt, and armed with nuclear weapons. It is also a human rights catastrophe. Between 150,000
and 200,000 people work as slaves in its political prison camps. These camps are clearly visible in
satellite photographs, yet North Koreaâ€™s government denies they exist.Hardenâ€™s harrowing
narrative exposes this hidden dystopia, focusing on an extraordinary young man who came of age
inside the highest security prison in the highest security state. Escape from Camp 14 offers an
unequalled inside account of one of the worldâ€™s darkest nations. It is a tale of endurance and
courage, survival and hope.
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Shin Dong-Hyuk was born in Camp 14, a North Korean political prison/labour camp, a camp from
which there is no release for its inmates, a camp with a strict and harsh regime,where there is little
food, and where the work often results in early death. No one has escaped from Camp 14 or any
other such camp, that is until Shin succeeded in early 2005, eventually making his way via China
and South Korea to the US.Escape From Camp 14 is his story as told to Washington Post journalist
Blaine Harden. It details the inhuman existence that is life within Camp 14, where prisoners are
pressured to inform on each other including their own family, where punishments are harsh and
handed out at the whim of their superiors be they prison guards or fellow prisoners designated as
supervisors. Life is cheap within Camp 14, beatings can be so extreme they result in death, there
are regular public executions and possibly much more regular private executions. Anyone caught
trying to escape is executed, and members of their family face reprisals. Born into such an
existence Shen knew no other way of life, he knew nothing of the world outside of the camp, that is
until he met a new inmate who gradually enlightened him, and fuelled his desire for escape.This is
an easy read in that the prose is fluent and very accessible, but it if far from an easy read when
considering its content, the descriptions of life in Camp 14 do not make for comfortable reading.
Harden eases the readers progress through Shin's harrowing account by regularly interspersing it
with facts about life in North Korea, Korea's history and its relations with the rest of the world.This is
a story that deserves to be told, and that needs to be read.
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