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Everything you want out of life is in that bubbling vat of failure. The trick is to get the good stuff
out.Scott Adams has likely failed at more things than anyone youâ€™ve ever met, including his
corporate career, his inventions, his investments, and two restaurants. So how did he go from
hapless office worker to the creator of Dilbert, one of the worldâ€™s most famous syndicated comic
strips, in just a few years?In this funny yet serious book full of personal stories, Adams shares the
strategies he has used to invite failure in, embrace it, then pick its pocket. Among his contrarian
lessons:â€¢ Goals are for losers. Systems are for winners.â€¢ A combination of mediocre skills can
make you surprisingly valuable.â€¢ You can manage your odds in a way that makes you look lucky
to others.
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I had this pre-ordered after reading the WSJ article. It came yesterday around noon and I finished it
at 4:00 AM this morning, with few breaks within that time frame. It wasn't the plan for my day, but I
don't regret changing my day around to read this book.I would say any book that holds my interest
like that deserves a 5-start rating, though there are a few things that I'd tweak to get it closer to
perfection. My official score, being a tough grader, is a 4.6/5.0 and I wouldn't resell it for twice what I
paid ... especially now that it's fully highlighted and sticky-noted throughout (which makes the book
more valuable to me now because I've identified the portions that spoke directly to me and my own
experiences).I really enjoyed Scott's independent thinking and challenges of conventional wisdom
throughout this book, especially as it contrasts with other self-help, goal-setting or business advice

books. For instance, choosing an opportunity for which one has some sort of inherent advantage
rather than blindly prescribing "you can do whatever you want" appeals to my pragmatic mind. I
have wrestled with this exact conclusion within the past year as I work through my own list of new
ideas and opportunities, so I enjoyed that perspective as it resonates with my own thinking.I really
enjoyed the thinking on pg. 40, which is fully highlighted, less perhaps a couple sentences. This is
where Scott talks about his mental model of not wanting to sell his time due to limited upside and
finding a product that is infinitely scalable. I appreciated this candidness, which allows the reader to
better understand the later "luck" and apparent rapid success of Dilbert.

Scott Adams's How to Fail at Almost Everything and Still Win Big: Kind of the Story of My Life is
almost a success. In it Adams tells us about he succeeded and offers his readers his advice on how
to be both successful and happy.Adams is at his best when he writes about figuring out how things
work and what is important. Readers of his popular blog will recognize such topics as the moist
robot, the single most important metric to measure, the five most important factors for happiness,
how to thrive without using freewill, and other such topics.One of his key principles is to distinguish
goals from systems. Generally, it's better to pursue a system to get what you want rather than to
pursue a goal. Goals are generally bad things as they focus you on what you have not
accomplished and therefore feel negative. Unfortunately his discussion of the difference between
goals and systems is confused and unclear. He seems to be saying that the reader's goal should be
to come with a system that works.I do appreciate that Adams consistently urges the reader to
experiment, to be open minded, and not to follow the advice of cartoonists. The focus should be on
what works for you. His humility is a welcome relief from much of the Success literature.Some parts
of the book, especially in the middle chapters, read like annotated lists constructed quickly from
Internet searches. Other parts of the book are much better and many of Adams's insights are
interesting, captivating, and even brilliant.

How to Fail at Almost Everything and Still Win Big: Kind of the Story of My Life Fail, Fail Again, Fail
Better: Wise Advice for Leaning into the Unknown Heads I Win, Tails I Win: Why Smart Investors
Fail and How to Tilt the Odds in Your Favor Almost Free Gold! [Revised June 2016]: How to Earn a
Quick $1000 Finding Gold, Silver and Precious Metal in Thrift Stores and Garage Sales Where You
Live (Almost Free Money Book 5) Mismatched in Love: Almost Cinderella (Almost a Fairytale) Too
Big to Fail: The Inside Story of How Wall Street and Washington Fought to Save the Financial
System---and Themselves The Art of Painting Still Life in Acrylic: Master techniques for painting

stunning still lifes in acrylic (Collector's Series) The Jesuit Guide to (Almost) Everything: A
Spirituality for Real Life Wake Up Happy: The Dream Big, Win Big Guide to Transforming Your Life
We're Still Right, They're Still Wrong: The Democrats' Case for 2016 Data-ism: The Revolution
Transforming Decision Making, Consumer Behavior, and Almost Everything Else Almost Everything
Timing Is Almost Everything: 12 Steps to Executive Success in Software Management Too Big to
Fail Almost Home: A Story Based on the Life of the Mayflower's Mary Chilton (Daughters of the
Faith Series) Microsoft Win32 Developer's Reference Library - (Microsoft Developers Library Win 32
BASE SERVICES (Microsoft Win 32 - Base Services) Habit 4 Think Win-Win: The Habit of Mutual
Benefit (7 Habits of Highly Effective People Signature) Confessions of a Real Estate Entrepreneur:
What It Takes to Win in High-Stakes Commercial Real Estate: What it Takes to Win in High-Stakes
Commercial Real Estate Big Nate Triple Play Box Set: Big Nate: In a Class by Himself, Big Nate
Strikes Again, Big Nate on a Roll Kanye West Owes Me $300: And Other True Stories from a White
Rapper Who Almost Made It Big

